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>< v i p‘ -ographer Uay capturnd this view of 
ony Lodge wilh its elk In the foreground 


!n 1921 Po&tcaid cuuitesy Pocahontas County 
Historical Society 


Mlegheny Lodge: Looking Back 
n a Lost Landmark in Pocahontas 


thev cart during the trip b, n»Uwd 
car lo Pocahontas cZJLTtZ 
additional carlo** of «fc J tle JZ 
brought from Montana With ik, 
nauve deer, wild turkey. vjuirreU 

rabbits, and the streams „ocEd 
with trout and ban f, 0m 
government haithenev the landv of 
,h “ ^AUeghcny^ Spoilsmen * 
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retreat This U as true 
it wn in 1911, when local 
and fish warden J. A. 
rsney became interested in 
:>mg these assets and 
dreg a way for people from 
populated areas to enjoy 


summer camp for boys, and many 
rus County s pure air. n( lhc l)ld buildings Mill aland. 
!ir n unum scenery. n,is development was across the 
clear streams, and road (now Routc $2) from the 
ma *i£. ,t a ^hghtful proposed clubhouse, and n quickly 
gave its name to the community. 
Though the first post office had 
been called Driscol, named in honor 
of limber operator John Driscol, 
this early name was forgotten as 
Minnehaha Springs gamed renown 
as a resort. 

While Dr. J. B. Lockndge was 
developing his public resort, J. A. 
Viquesnes and II M Lockndge 
Jr ~ hit chief deputy. ^ to wganize a pn V4le c | ub> ^ 
• - hJd purchased A ,, e . hcny Sportsmen * 
C- Iaim near Association, to bring their lodge 
“* “** “ into reality. By 1913 the 
Association owned 5,000 acres in 
Pocahontas County, and had a 
JVyrar lease on 20,000 additional 
seres, some of it in neighboring 
Bath and Highland counties, 
Vtrmnta. 

In 1913. The Poeahontai Timet 
reported in a reprint from the WVir 


Virginia News that an 'imposing 
clubhouse* was nearing 
completion, at a cost of $15,000. 


game and fish preserve 

Meanwhile, under the duectme 
of a local builder, Winston Herald, 
work continued on the elegant 


By this time the Allegheny clubhouse on the knoll overlooking 
ion was a / ®- Lockridge’s Minnehaha 


Sportsmen's Association . . --- 

going concern, listing among us v?, rm P re *® r ^*• w hcn finished, 
members many piomincni citizens Allegheny Lodge was indeed an 
of Charleston, Governor ' m P° sin R suucture. yet somehow 
Glasscock, former Governor homelike, ns facade reminiscent at 
MicCorklc, Congressman Avis, * southern plantation house. Twin 
and others. Warden J 


stairways curved up to a columned 


Viquesney was president of .he “> f,n « noor «nered 


raber of 1911. The 
I rejected (hat the 


organization. Deputy H. M. 
Lockridge vice president, and W 
B. Rector of Bclington secretary 


The Sportsmen's Association 
had first built a temporary log 
clubhouse on the construction site. 
On September 6. 1913, the 
Greenbrier Valley Press 
Association traveled in loruingcars 
from Marlinton to this clubhouse 
for its annual meeting A reporter 
from the Greenbrier Independent 
wrote of the land owned by the club 
as 'making a large hunting preserve 


by a second-floor porch, which 
was covered in turn by a railed 
roof. Gabled dormers projected oo 
each side of the building. Like t 
decoration on a wedding cake, i 
white-railed "widow's walk* 
topped the structure. 

The lodge interior was a picture 
of tum-of-the-ceniury elegance, 
country style. A wide door flanked 
by glass panels led from iht from 
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a spacious lobby. 
’ /r ' 3 f,il woodwork was 

from the polished 
r^^Ttaor to the wainscoaimg 
supporting the 
^ " Two massive stone 
j2L added to the cheerfulness 
ff£#room. An oalc staircase 
from the lobby to the 

' L I K f* I f 
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:-story bedrooms, their 

i i j' j 


1/1/ lAlVIOViiiirj -- 

offering a splendid view 
ie rr-»J farms of Knapp's Creek 

•e f ".;r«ed lodge and grounds 
t in the making. Glenn 
f; “<* '*<e of the men who, in 
* built the impressive 
!.**?*% and gate at the 
' ::j\ f/oundi. He 
' i^OWieldMone 


from fv»ssurn Hollow ‘/s-. •/. 
f'reelf in .1 borrowed Mf/1< 1 ; ; 
truck Ihe massive wooden . 
he told tor, were hand hewn frorr 
pine trees cut from the g/O'jrds 
Today, the big stone gate »a / is 
readily visible from Route 77, ard 
the site is within easy driving 
distance from Marlintrm, White 
Sulphur, or Warm Springs 
Virginia, but in those days a top to 
the vacation spot was rpjite a: 
adventure. In 1713, a reporter lor 
the HV'.t Virginia Newt wrote r at 
Minnehaha might I/: reached v/ 
wagon road in nine scenic mles_ 
from Marlmtori 







Allegheny Lodge: Looking Back 
on a Lost Landmark in Pocahontas 


By Irona G. Brawn 
Pocahontas County's pure air. 
spectacular mountain scenery, 
tranquil forests, clear streams, and 
friendly people make it a delightful 
vacation retreat. This is as true 
today as it was in 1911. when local 
game and fish warden J A 
Viquesncy became interested in 
preserving these assets and 
providing a way for people from 
more populated areas to enjoy 
them. 

In September of 1911. The 
Pocahontas Times reported that the 
game warden and his chief deputy. 
H. M. Lockndge, had purchased 
the D. B Me El wee farm near 
Driscol. Their intention was "to 
erect a handsome and commodious 
clubhouse on this land and make M 
a resort for both hunters and 
fishermen." This clubhouse was ® 
become known as Allegheny 
1 odge, remaining a Pocahontas 
County landmark until well into the 
1980’s. Much of the history of this 
interesting structure was recorded 
in early issues of The Pocahontas 
Times, made available to me by 
editor William P. McNeel of 
Marlin ton. 

Many resorts in West Virginia, 
including Pence Springs and W hue 
Sulphur Springs, were developed 
around natural mineral springs, 
inihe belief that drinking and 
bathing in the water had mans 
health benefit*. pr. J B- 
Lockndge had already begun U> 
develop just such a spring near the 
proposed lodge site, described in a 
Charleston Gazette article reprinted 
in the September 7. 1911. issue of 
rhe Times as "the Minnehaha 
Springs, which flows daily us 
700.000 gallons of healing waters, 
clear as crystal, sparkling and 
bubbling with its myriad life-giving 
qualities." Dr Lockndge buik a 
hotel pool, bathhouse, "riding 
suMe* and .Nerything necessary to 
„-t p*«jsant the hours of the 
tued. the vick. the weary and the 
worn that may seek the spot, 
awarding id the repan 


summer camp for boys, and many 
of the old buddings still stand. 
This development was across the 
road (now Route 92) from the 
proposed clubhouse, and it qmckty 
gave us name «o the community 
Though the first post office had 
been called Dnscoi, named m honor 
of timber operator John Dnscoi 
this early name »a forgotten as 
Minnehaha Springs gained renown 
as a resort 

While Dr J. B Lockndge *a 
developing his puMtc resort. J A. 
Vtquetney and H M Loskndne 
began to orgamar a pnvau club, the 
Allegheny Sportsman'! 
Association, to bnng their lodge 
into reality §y 1915 thn 
Association owned 5.000 acres m 
p.xahontas County, and hod a 
25-yem lease on 20.000 addnwMl 
acres, some of it m neighboring 
Bath and Highland counties. 
V irgintx 

Cl9l5, The Poc m h am m Tmee 

repuned in a reprint from dm West 


Virgima Sew. tf*, , mp< 

completion, at a cost of $11005 

rjSLft lhe A »*fhenv 
Sportsmens Association , 

to«»g co ncern, listing among its 
members many prominent ct turns 
of Charleston. Governor 
Glasscock, former Governor 
MacCorkle. Congressman Avis 
and others Warden J a 
' ‘9e**«»y *»» president of the 
organ.aation. Deputy H M 
Lockndge v*e president, and W 
B Rector of Belmgton secretary 


The Sportsmens Association 
had first built a temporary log 
clubhouse on the construction sue 
On September h. 191V ihe 
Ortna brier Vall*> Press 

A sine t arson traveled in uuuingcan 
from Mai Union id tl 
for its annual meeting A reporter 
from the Ormdrirr Independent 
wrem of the land owned by the club 
an making a large hunting preserve 






December 11 a ~ • uu,vin S- On 
of the • 30 355151301 secretary 
o tne interior sent a letter 

Senator W. E. Chilton, a u th or ,zin» 
J*?e capture of elk from Yellowstone 
National Park and giving advice for 

car lr |o a pn dU h n8 the ^' ip by railroad 

C ^ r .. t ? Pocahontas County. Two 
additional carloads of elk were later 
brought from Montana. With the 
native deer, wild turkey, squirrels 
rabbits, and the streams stocked 
with trout and bass from 
government hatcheries, the lands of 
the Allegheny Sportsmen's 
Association were becoming quite a 
game and fish preserve. 

Meanwhile, under the direction 
of a local builder, Winston Herold, 
work continued on the elegant 
clubhouse on the knoll overlooking 
Dr. J. B. Lockridge's Minnehaha 
Springs resort. When finished, 



